Abstract: Dragonflies of small anthropogenic water bodies were studied in Cracow City (south Poland) in the years [2001][2002][2003][2004]. 38 species were recorded, of which 24 were autochthonous and 6 probably autochthonous. Many southern and southeastern species occurred, of which the most interesting are: Aeshna affinis (Vander L.), Orthetrum albistylum (Sél.), Sympetrum fonscolombii (Sél.) and Crocothemis erythrea (Brullé). Also important are the tyrphobiontic and tyrphophilous species: Coenagrion hastulatum (Charp.), Lestes sponsa (Hansem.), Sympetrum danae (Sulz.), Leucorrhinia dubia (Vander L.) and L. rubicunda (L.). The importance of these secondary biotopes for the protection of dragonflies is discussed. Czechowski et al. (1995) described the structure and structuring of ant assemblages along a successional gradient of moist pine forests (Peucedano-Pinetum and Leucobryo-Pinetum) in Poland. That paper did not take into account two systematic revisions where two common and abundant Lasius s. str. species, namely, L. niger (L.) and L. alienus (Först.), were split into two and three species respectively (Seifert 1991(Seifert , 1992. In the light of the revised taxonomy and the present work, the former L. niger, in fact, included two sibling species: L. platythorax Seifert and L. niger, and the former L. alienus appeared to be L. psammophilus Seifert. In the present paper, the occurrence and abundances (nest densities) of these Lasius s. str. species in the successional habitats of the moist pine forests are reassessed according to the present taxonomic knowledge. The pioneer nature of L. platythorax in forest habitats is stressed.
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